Digital optical archiving of medical records in hospital information systems: results of a pilot (feasibility) study.
The paper-based medical record is a "principal repository for information" [1] and supports health care professionals in patient care, quality assessment, and often medical research. University hospitals often require expensive space for a long-time storage of medical records. The costs for operating conventional archives are high and will increase in future. In spite of these efforts, conventional archiving does not satisfy the medical needs to make available medical records for health care professionals in a systematic and timely manner.